
 

Ground Search and Rescue 
One of CAP's main responsibilities through its Emergency Services (ES) area is to perform 
search and rescue (SAR) missions for the U.S. Air Force.   CAP performs the vast majority of 
missing airplane searches in the U.S. as well as a number of missions for local and state 
government agencies.   CAP has several well- trained individuals working in the air and on the 
ground during any of these SAR missions.   Our Delaware Valley Composite Squadron has a 
ground SAR team ready for missions in our area or any where in the state of New Jersey.    
     Over the last several weeks, your son has been participating in a number of ES training exercises on the school 
property where we meet.    These exercises are intended to provide the basic training needed to qualify him as 
being "mission ready".   We have also encouraged our entire squadron to attend Search And Rescue Exercises 
(SAREX's) which are held once or twice a month by CAP in N.J.   Your son's progression is tracked using a CAP form 
called an "SQTR".   Please ask your son to see his SQTR so you can also monitor his training and progress. 
     Our squadron has been called upon over the last few months to perform distress signal search missions.   97% of 
the time these searches result in a non-emergency/non-distress situation where the electronic device simply has 
been triggered by error.   Its important, though, that we treat each mission as if it is a real emergency and we train 
with that in mind.    Once your son has begun his training he may be called upon to join our team in a real mission.   
I want to assure you that safety is CAP's utmost priority.   We do not put any one in a position where they have not 
been trained and your son will never be left without proper supervision.    
     We have asked your son to purchase "24 Hour Gear" which is vital to his safety and our team's safety when 
performing an ES mission.   Most of this gear can be purchased at Walmart or online.    
     I plan to provide an Emergency Services update in each of our squadron newsletters.   I am always available to 
answer any question you may have about the training your son is receiving, the missions we are called upon to 
perform, or any topic within CAP.  I can be reached via email at wapitten@yahoo.com or via my cell phone 908-884-
8202. 
    Thank you for supporting your son's valuable efforts and contributions to the Civil Air Patrol. 

Bill Pittenger, 1LT CAP 
Delaware Valley Composite Squadron  

Deputy Commander for Seniors 
Group 223 Emergency Services Officer 

 

Deputy Commander for Cadets 
Corner 

First I want to congratulate you all on the 
outstanding job you did at the Turkey Trot 
over Thanksgiving.  Next months newsletter 
will include an editorial about the Turkey 
Trot. 
What I would like to bring up to you the 
new change in promotion requirements and 
also the update is PT. 
First, National HQ has implemented an 
interview system where a staff member 
interviews the cadet being promoted as per 
national standards.   
The second is PT regulations.  As per 
National HQ you are required to pass PT to 
be promoted.  You are allowed to fail one 
part and pass the rest.  However the new 
standard is that on your retake you must 
pass everything.  You still can pick between 
a shuttle run or the 1 mile run, however 
which ever you choose you must pass. 

Staff 
Capt Bingert…Squadron Commander, ES Officer 
Major Ross…Chaplin 
2dLt Pittenger…Finance, Testing, Transportation, DDR 
FO Holden…Deputy commander for Cadets, Public Affairs 
2dLt Illes…Safety Officer 
SM Meyer…Logistics Officer 
2dLt Joseph Stopinski…Communications Officer 
2dLt Tara Stopinski…Supply Officer, Administrative Officer 

Angel Patrol 
Are you looking to give donations of toys for children over this 
holiday season?  The Hunterdon County YMCA has a program that is 
close to home.  The YMCA takes donations of toys for 
children and then has their staff volunteer to dress up as 
Santa’s elf’s and deliver the toys to local schools and 
shelters for the underprivileged alongside 
Santa.  Our squadron hopes that you will want to 
become involved and donate to the YMCA this 
Christmas season.  The cutoff date for donations 
will be announced.  If you are planning on donating 
I would have a donation ready to bring to our Monday meeting on 
the 11th of December. 


